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Common Features of FOI Laws









Albania

 http://www.ipls.org/services/kusht/contents.html

http://www.ijnet.org/img/assets/1033/ALBACC2I-Law-Helen2.doc



http://www.law.nyu.edu/eecr/bycountryrefs/albaniaPeopleAd.html

http://www1.oecd.org/daf/SPAIcom/pdf/CSreport.pdf

http://www.mod.gov.al/anglisht/AntNATO_Angl/Ant_NATOlink3.htm

http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_cooperation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/AlbaniaProtectionPersonalData.asp

 http://www.unece.org/env/epr/studies/albania/welcome.htm



Armenia

http://www.forum.am/groups/A2I/MAT/2.pdf

 http://www.internews.am/legislation/russian/laws200-arm/gaxtniq.zip



Australia

http://austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/foia1982222/

http://austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/foiacr432/index.html

http://austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_reg/foipr612/index.html

http://www.comlaw.utas.edu.au/law/foi/

http://www.ag.gov.au/foi



Matthew Ricketson, Keeping the lid on information, The Age, November 28, 2002

ALRC77

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/alrc/publications/reports/77/ALRC77.html

http://www.comb.gov.au/publications_information/Special_Reports/NeedstoKnow.pdf

 http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/legcon_ctte/freedom/report/report.pdf

http://www.efa.org.au/FOI/clabill2002/

http://www.naa.gov.au/the_collection/cabinet.html

http://scaletext.law.gov.au/html/pasteact/0/28/top.htm

http://www.privacy.gov.au/publications/privacy88_240103.doc

Commonwealth Ombudsman, "Needs to Know" Own motion investigation into the administration of the Freedom of Information Act 1982 in

Commonwealth agencies, June 1999.

Electronic Frontiers Australia, Amendments to FOI Act: Communications Legislation Amendment Bill 2002



Austria

)Auskunftspflichtgesetz(

http://www.privacy.org.au/Resources/PLawsST.html

Herausgegeben vom Bundespressedienst

BGBI 1987/285http://www.kronegger.at/recht/norm/apg.htm (15 May 1987)



Belgium

EEC

 Sem-AC (2002) 200Bil

)Umweltinformationsgesetz(BGBI. No 495/1993, BGBI. No 137/1999

C-86/01

/01 Dr Eva Glawischnig v Bundesminister fur soziale Sicherheit,

Datenschutzgesetz 2000)DSG 2000(

http://www.bka.gv.at/datenschutz/

  http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/be00000_.html

Eva Glawishnig & Georg Gunsberg, “Austria: Legal and Institutional Framework and Practices for Public Participation” in Doors to Democracy: Current

Trends and Practices in Public Participation in Environmental Decisionmaking in Western Europe, Regional Environmental Centre, June 1998.

Frankie Schram, “Executive Transparency in Belgium” Freedom of Information Review, No. 95, October 2001.



 http://www.privacyinternational.org/countries/belgium/loi-publicite.rtf

Schram Id



Belize

http://www.privacy.fgov.be/

 http://www.users.swing.be/sw086276/info/L_12_11_1997.htm

 http://www.belizelaw.org/lawadmin/PDF_files/cap013.pdf

http://www.belize.gov.bz/library/political_reform/

http://www.belizelaw.org/lawadmin/PDF_files/cap333.pdf



Bosnia and Herzegovina

http://www.ohr.int/ohr-dept/media-d/med-recon/freedom/default.asp?content_id=7269

http://www.ohr.int/ohr-dept/media-d/med-recon/freedom/default.asp?content_id=7270

 http://www.bihfedomb.org/eng/reports/special/secretfiles.htm

http://www.bihfedomb.org/eng/reports/special/secretfiles2.htm



Bulgaria

http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/bu00t___.html

http://www.aip-bg.org/documents/ruling.htm

 Gergana Jouleva, Bulgaria- The Access to Information Programme: Fighting for Transparency During the Democratic Transition, July 2002.

 http://www.freedominfo.org/case/bulgaria1.htm

http://www.aip-bg.org/index_eng.htm

http://www.bihfedomb.org/eng/reports/2002/rpt2002media.htm

http://www.aip-bg.org/library/laws/apia.htm



)AIP(http://www.aip-bg.org/

http://aip-bg.org/projlaw.htm



Prom. SG. 45/30 Apr 2000, corr. SG. 5/17 Jan 2003

http://faculty.maxwell.syr.edu/asroberts/foi/library/secrecylaws/BG_class_info_law.pdf

Alexander Kashumov, National Security and the Right to Information, 2003 http://www.freedominfo.org

http://aip-bg.org/pdf/pdpa.pdf



Canada

 C. A-1, http://canada.justice.gc.ca/STABLE/EN/Laws/Chap/A/A-1.html

 http://www.canlii.og/ca/cas/scc/2002/2002scc57.html

FCA

  http://www.canlii.og/ca/cas/fca/2003/2003fca68.html

 http://www.canlii.org/ca/cas/scc/2003/2003scc8.html

http://www.infocom.gc.ca/



)Transport Canada(

C-36 http://canada.justice.gc.ca/en/terrorism/

http://infocom.gc.ca/speeches/speechview-e.asp?intspeechId=65

 http://www.atirtf-geai.gc.ca/home-e.html

 http://www.atirtf-geai.gc.ca/report2002-e.html

http://www.infocom.gc.ca/pressreleases/preleaseview-e.asp?intPressReleaseId=7

"InfoSource"

http://dsp-psd.communication.gc.ca/Collection/BT51-3-10-2-2001E_AUG.pdf



)PIPEDA(

http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pubs_pol/ciopubs/TB_GIH/MGIH-GRDG_e.asp

R.S. 1985c. P-21 ,http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/P-21/index.html

 http://www.privcom.gc.ca/legislation/02_06_01_e.asp

 http://www.privcom.gc.ca/index_e.asp

 c. O-5 ,http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/O-5/

Alasdair Roberts, Limited Access: Assessing the Health of Canada’s Freedom of Information Laws, April 1998. http://qsilver.queensu.ca/~foi/foi.pdf



http://www.georgetown.edu/pdba/Constitutions/Columbia/co191.html

EPIC and Privacy International, Privacy and Human Rights 2003: Colombia.

 http://www.privacyinternational.org/survey/phr2003/countries/colombia.htm

http://www.privacyinternational.org/countries/colombia/ley57-foi.doc

C-957, 1 December, 1999.

)Donadio(

World Bank, Colombia’s Government Portal, August 2001  http://www1.worldbank.org/publicsector/egov/colombiaportal_cs.htm

Columbia

Alberto Donadio, Freedom of Information in Columbia, Access Reports, February 16, 1994

Ley 57 de 1985 (Julio 5) Por la cual se ordena la publicidad de los actos y documentos oficiales



Croatia

 http://www.mincultura.gov.co/nuevo/cerodos/DOCUMENTOS/Ley 594.pdf

 http://ulpiano.com/colombia.pdf

 http://www.usud.hr/htdocs/en/the_constitution.htm

http://www.ijnet.org/FE_Article/MediaLaw.asp?UILang=1&CID=188304

Ley 594 de 2000 (Julio 14) por medio de la cual se dicta la Ley General de Archivos y se dictan otras disposiciones



 http://www.transparency.hr/dokumenti/zakoni/izmjene_i_dopune_eng.pdf

BBC Monitoring Europe- Political

http://www.osa.ceu.hu/bridge/archivalregulations/croatia.htm



Czech Republic

http://www.psp.cz/cgi-bin/eng/docs/laws/listina.html

 http://www.uvdt.cz/dokumenty/zakonsvobinf.doc

Open Society, b.a., Free Access to Information in the Czech Republic, August 2002 http://www.otevrete.cz/index.php?id=142&akce=clanek

(Otevrená Spolecnost)

(Spolecnost

Otevrená)



http://www.nbu.cz/en/act148.ph

 http://www.nbu.cz/angl/regulation.html

Former Secret Police Files Will Be Open to Public.

 http://www.mzv.cz/washington/newslet/c09-1296.htm

 http://www.mvcr.cz/policie/udv/english

RFE/RL, Czech Republic: Bill Would Open Communist Secret Police Files To General Public, 13 February 2002.

RFE/RL, March 15, 2002

http://www.radio.cz/en/article/38934

http://www.uoou.cz/eng/101_2000.php3

http://www.uoou.cz/eng/index.php3

http://www.eel.nl/countries/czech_act.htm



Denmark

 http://www.privacyinternational.org/countries/denmark/dk-foi-85.doc

http://www.ombudsmanden.dk/

Hallo, ed., Access to Environmental Information in Europe: Denmark (Kluwer Law 1996)



Datatilsynet

EEC

Sem-AC)2002( 200Bil

http://www.ombudsmanden.dk/index.asp?art=summ-eng.htm&id=summ-eng&fold=international

http://www.datatilsynet.dk/eng/

http://www.datatilsynet.no/

 http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20in%force/Intersectoral%20in%20force/03040200.doc

Presentation of Hanne Rasmussen, International Council of Archives, SPP Rome, February 2002. http://spp-ica.org/files/docs2002/Ramussen.doc

http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20in%force/Intersectoral%20in%20force/03040500.doc



Estonia

 http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/en00000_.html

RT I 2000, 92, 597. http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X40095K1.htm



 http://new.dp.gov.ee/?lang=en

 Sem-AC)2002( 200Bil

 RT1 I 1999, 16, 271. http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X30057K4.htm

Approval of Procedure for Protection of State Secrets and Procedure for Issue of Permits for Access to State Secrets, Government of the Republic

 Regulation No. 216 of 8 July 1999, 61, 622. http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X40004K4.htm

RT1 I 2003, 26, 158, 12 Feb 2003. http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X70030.htm



Finland

 RT I 1998, 36/37, 552. http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X2058K4.htm

)RT I 2002, 58, 361(

 http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X60041.htm

 http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/fi00000_.html

Stephen Lamble, “Freedom of Information, A Finnish clergyman’s gift to democracy”, Freedom of Information Review, No.97, February 2002.



 http://www.om.fi/1184.htm

http://www.finlex.fi/pdf/saadkaan/E9991030.PDF

Right of Access to Documents: New Finnish Legislation,Freedom of Information Review, No. 92, April 2001

http://tietosuoja.fi/uploads/hopxtvf.HTM

http://tietosuoja.fi/1560.htm



France

 http://www.narc.fi/law/lawfr.html

)J.O. du 13 avril 2000(
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/texteconsolide/PPEAV.htm

 http://www.cada.fr/uk/center2.htm

http://www.cada.fr

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/rightsof.htm



)CNIL(

http://www.curia.eu.int/

 http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/UnTexteDeJorf?numjo=DEFX9700140L

 http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/brp/notices/014000754.shtml

 http://www.reseauvoltaire.net/rubrique387.html

http://www.cnil.fr/textes/docs/CNIL-Loi78-17_modSenat1-VI.pdf

http://www.cnil.fr/

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/texteconsolide/PPEAY.htm

Sem-AC(2002)002 Bil



Georgia

)CNAOP(

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/UnTexteDeJorf?numjo=MESX0205318L

http://vosdroits.service-public.fr/ARBO/10050203-NXFAM749.html

 http://www.senat.fr/dossierleg/pj100-352.html

 http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/constitution/constitution.georgia.html

http://www.iris.ge/docs/translations/code_admin_general.doc

IRIS, Freedom of Information Guide, 2002

http://www.iris.ge/docs/translations/guide_foi_eng.doc



 http://www.iris.ge/docs/translations/law_state_secrets.doc

UNECE, Environmental Performance Reviews- Georgia 2003

http://www.unece.org/env/epr/studies/georgia/



Greece

EEC

 http://www.mfa.gr/syntagma/

 http://www.gspa.gr/inetdhes/EUP/procedure_code.doc

 SG.B.2/CD D

 http://www.dpa.gr/Documents/Eng/2472engl_all.doc

 http://www.dpa.gr/

Hallo, Access to Environmental Information in Europe: Greece (Kluwer Law 1996).



 http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/hu00000_.html

ABH

AB

http://www.obh.hu/adatved/indexek/AVTV-EN.htm

 http://www.obh.hu/

Hungary



Iceland

RFE/RL NEWSLINE Vol. 6, No. 117, Part II, 24 June 2002

http://www.osa.ceu.hu/bridge/access&protection/01.htm

http://faculty.maxwell.syr.edu/asroberts/foi/library/hungary_secrecy_95.pdf

http://www.rz.uni-frankfurt.de/~sobotta/Enskthyd.doc

http://www.th.hu/html/en/torv.html

Upplysingalög



Sem-ACBil

http://www.personuvernd.is/tolvunefnd.nsf/pages/1E685B166D04084D00256922004744AE

 http://personuvernd.is/tolvunefnd.nsf/pages/english

http://www.archives.is/index.php?node=145

Persònyvernd



India

 S.P. Gupta vs. Union of India)AIR 1982 SC 149(

Government of India, Report of the Working Group on Right to Information and Promotion of Open and Transparent Government, May 1997.

Article 19, Global Trends on the Right to Information: A survey of South Asia, July 2001. Available at: http://www.article19.org/

http://www.privacyinternational.org/countries/india-v-adr-foia-502.pdf

 http://www.manupatra.com/downloads/acts/the%20freedom%20of%20information%20act%202002.htm

Don’t be too happy, too soon, access to file can still take yrs, The Indian Express, August 12, 2003.



Ireland

 http://www.vakilno1.com/bareacts/officialsecretsact/officialsecretsact.htm

Govt still not clear on what’s a secret, Times of India, January 8, 2003.

OF 1993

 http://nationalarchives.nic.in/public_record93.html

 http://www.irlgov.ie/finance/publications/foi/FREE1.HTM

http://www.finance.gov.ie/publications/foi/foibodies.htm

Garda Sìochàna

McDonagh, Freedom of Information in Ireland (Sweet and Marwell, 1998), and McDonagh, “Freedom of Information in Ireland: Five Years On,”

(September 22, 2003) at http://www.freedominfo.org/reports/ireland.htm.



 http://www.gov.ie/bills28/acts/2003/a903.pdf

http://www.dcmnr.gov.ie/display.asp?pg=326



Garda

Siochana

 http://www.irlgov.ie/oic/

http://www.irlgov.ie/finance/publications/foi/foi.htm

 http://www.finance.gov.ie/publications/foi/FO15THREPORT.pdf

 http://www.nationalarchives.ie/PROI1867.html

 http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1963_1.html

http://www.environ.ie/DOEI/doeipub.nsf/0/fecdecefd52bc80256b76005db5ee/$FILE/SI%20125%20of20%201998.pdf

McDonagh, Freedom of Informationin Ireland (Sweet and Marwell, 1998), chapter 20

S.I No 125/1998



Israel

 http://www.dataprivacy.ie/images/Compendium%20Act.pdf

 http://www.dataprivacy.ie/index.htm

Debbie L. Rabina, Access to government information in Israel: stages in the continuing development of a national information policy,

http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla66/papers/018-160e.htm

Eg. Israel Union For Environmental Defense, July 2002 High Court petition: The public’s right-to-know.

http://www.iued.org.il/inerAct.asp?A=LA&ID=105&P=p2

H.C. 1601-4/90 Shalit et al. v. Peres el at., 44(3) P.D. 353



Italy

 http://www.info.gov.il/eng/mainpage.asp . Israel: Round Table Report, ICA 36th Conference, October 2002.

Deborah Rabina, Examination of and Recommendations for a national information policy for Israel: the Use of Democratic Models for the

 Understanding of Information Policy Processes)Phd Thesis, 2001(.

http://www.governo.it/Presidenza/DICA/documentazione_accesso/normativa/legge241_1990_eng.html



 http://www.governo.it/Presidenza/ACCESSO/index.html

Decreto legislativo del 24/02/1997 n. 39, Attuazione della direttiva 90/313/CEE, concernente la libertà di accesso alle informazioni in material

di ambiente, Supplemento ordinario alla Gazzetta Ufficiale Serie generale, n. 54, del 06/03/1997, pag 3

  http://www.garanteprivacy.it/garante/prewiew/0,1724,448,00.html?sezione=120&LANG=2

http://www2.garanteprivacy.it/garante/prewiew/HomePageNs

Hallo, Access to Environmental Information in Europe: Italy (Kluwer Law 1996)

Case of Guerra and Others v. Italy (116/1996/735/932), 19 February 1998. http://www.eel.nl/cases/guerra.htm



Jamaica

http://www.jis.gov.jm/AIU/ATI%20ACT.pdf



Japan

 http://www.jis.gov.jm/special_sections/ATI/default.html

 http://www.soumu.go.jp/gyoukan/kanri/translation3.htm

Lawrence Repeta and David M. Schultz, Japanese Government Information: New Rules for Access- The

2001 Information Disclosure Law, and a Comparison with the U.S. FOIA, http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/foia/japanfoia.html



South Korea

Case Disclosed: A Panel Enforcing the Information Disclosure Law, Asahi News Service, April 30, 2003

reign Ministry least free with info,Asahi Shimbun, April 12, 2002

 http://www.freedominfo.org/case/japan.table.xls

Gov’t illegally delays 127 document disclosures, Mainichi Daily News, January 22, 2003

More Open Archives Spook  Ministries, Asahi News Service, April 23, 2003

Lawrence Repeta, The Birth of the Freedom of Information Act in Japan: Kanagawa 1982

 http://www.freedominfo.org/reports/japan.htm

 )1KCCR 176, 88 HunMa 22, Sep. 4, 1989 (. http://www.ccourt.go.kr/english/decision04.htm

“29 Defense Agency officials punished over lists”, Japan Times, June 21, 2002



Kyu Ho Youm, Freedom of Expression and the Law: Rights and Responsibilities in South Korea, 38 Stan. J Int’l L. 123, Winter 2002

Transparency International, National Integrity Systems 2001: Republic of Korea

KCCR 64, 89Hun-Ka104, February 25, 1992

 http://www.ccourt.go.kr/english/decision.htm

Kyo Ho Youm, Freedom of Expressional and National Security in South Korea in Coliver, Secrecy and Liberty: National Security, Freedom of

 Expression and Access to Information, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.

http://www.cyberprivacy.or.kr/english/pds/a_3.pdf

Heungsik Park, Reform of Administrative Transparency in Korea: The Case of Korea (Friedrich Naumann Stiftung).

Korea: Gov't to Open Minutes of Cabinet Meetings to Public, Yonhap (Seoul), April 3, 2003



Kosovo
United Nations Interim

 Administration Mission in Kosovo)UNMIK(

Provisional Institution of Self-

 Government)PISG(

Kosovo Trust Agency

 http://www.cyberprivacy.or.kr/english/pds/a_2.doc

http://www.gcc.go.kr/english/sub02/index-2.html

 http://www.english.metro.seoul.kr/government/policies/anti/civilapplications/

 http://www.unmionline.org/regulations/2003/RE2003_32.pdf



Latvia

http://www.ombudspersonkosovo.org/

http://www.ombudspersonkosovo.org/doc/Outgoing%20Letter%20to%20Mr.%20Bajram%20Rexhepi%20-%20publication%20of%20laws%20-

%203%20March%202004%20English.doc

http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/lg00000_.html

http://www.nobribes.org/documents/Latvia_FOILaw.doc



)Delna(

http://www.delna.lv/

)Vestnesis(

)Wall Street Journal Europe(

http://www.dvi.gov.lv/eng/legislation/pdp/

http://www.dvi.gov.lv/

http://www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv/Eng/Spriedumi/04-02(99).html

http://www.satv.tiesa.gov.lv/Eng/Spriedumi/2--0103(02).htm



Liechtenstein
)Informationsgesetz(

http://www.archivi.lv/eng/eng-lvas-law-on-arch.html

http://www.ttc.lv/New/lv/tulkojumi/E0042.docl

  http://www.gesetze.li/r2000/html/get_lgbl_from_lr.xsql?LGBl=1999159&Searchstring=informationsgesetz

http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_cooperation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/Liechtenstein.dp%20act.E.asp



Lithuania

I-1418IX-972

http://www3.lrs.lt/cgi-bin/getfmt?c1=w&c2=170831

VIII-1524

VIII -1443IX – 613

http://www3.lrs.lt/cgi-bin/getfmt?cl=w&c2=157736

Lithuanian National NATO Integration Programme

  http://www.nato.int/pfp/lt/current/ANP/anp2000.html

VIII-1436VIII-1726

http://www3.lrs.lt/cgi-bin/getfmt?c1=w&c2=123807

http://www3.lrs.lt/c-bin/eng/preps2?Condition1=42645&Condition2=



Mexico

IX-1296

 http://www3.lrs.lt/cgi-bin/getfmt?c1=w&c2=208886

http://www.ada.lt/en/

I-115http://www3.lrs.lt/cgi-

bin/getfmt?c1=w&c2=95208

http://www.freedominfo.org/reports/mexicol/laweng.pdf

http://www.freedominfo.org/reports/mexicol.htm

http://info4.juridicas.unam.mx/ijure/fed/9/default.htm



Moldova

SISI

 http://www.informacionpublica.gob.mx/

 http://www.informacionpublica.gob.mx/

 http://www.senado.gob.mx/gaceta/107/107m.html

)Limac( http://www.limac.org.mx/

http://oncampus.richmond.edu/~jjones//confinder/moldova3.htm



289-XIV

 http://ijc.iatp.md/en/mlu/docs/access_info_law.html

 http://www.iatp.md/cpdom/

 http://www.cpj.org/attacks01/europe01/moldova.html

 http://www.lexacces.org.md/cuvint_stud_eng.htm

http://ijc.iatp.md/bulmm/offline/2001decrus.pdf



Netherlands

)FBIS(

 http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/

601-XIII http://ijc.iatp.md/en/mlu/docs/secret_law.html

 http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/nl00000_.html

http://www.uni-kassel.de/~dippel/rmc_web/constitutions/NL-00-1795-01-31/translation_en/nl-nat-1795-I-31-t-en-112.html

880/XII



 WOB

)Data Protection Authority/CBP(

EEC

http://www.minbzk.nl/contents/pages/00012478/public_access_government_info_10-91.pdf

 http: //www.cbdweb.nl/

http://www.cbp-info.nl/bis/subset-1-11-7.html

Wet van 12 maart 1998 tot wijziging van de Wet openbaarheid van bestuur in verband met de implementatie van de richtlijn nr.

90/313/EEG van de Raad van de Europese Gemeenschappen van 7 juni 1990 inzake de vrije toegang tot milieuinformatie, Stb. 180. 



New Zealand

 http://www.ombudsmen.govt.nz/official.htm

The Games People Play: Journalism and the Official Information Act

Behind the Official Information Act: Politics, Power and Procedure

http://www.ombudsmen.govt.nz/

http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/law/nz01000_.html



NZ Herald



)Corngate(

 http://www.ombudsmen.govt.nz/Own%20Motion%20Report.htm

 http://www.lawcom.govt.nz/documents/publications/R40.pdf

 http://www.clerk.parliament.govt.nz/Content/ResearchPapers/BP27_OfficialInformation.pdf

 http://www.ombudsmen.govt.nz/local.htm
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